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BOB NEEDHAM INCURSION Our
very
own
Aussie
aviation
correspondent formerly Biggin
Hill – Zimbabwe (Rhodesia, as
most of us prefer) sends this
picture of an Australian built
fighter trainer aircraft, the
Wirraway. It is claimed that one
of these, actually shot down a
Japanese Zero – must have been a
lucky shot considering the
performance comparisons.

The Wirraway had a 7 cylinder
radial producing 600HP whilst the
Zero had a 14 cylinder 900 HP
engine. Bob forgot to include a
complete picture of the Wirraway,
which was produced under licence
from NA Aviation in their hour of
need.
The picture of Bob was taken
recently at Luskintyre aerodrome
(home of the Aussie Tiger Club)
near Maitland in the Hunter
Valley. The name Wirraway is an
aboriginal
name
meaning
‘Challenge.’
Bob has also sent a following
article
which
explains
the
definition of the word ‘Aviator.’
This is a true account developed
over some 400 years of military
interception and several invasive
follies into unknown hostile
territories. These first pioneers of
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flying required no medical
examination or flight training all
Danger Areas unmarked at this
period in time were just prior to
their first landing and where one
needed to be to surprise the enemy
Origin of the word ‘AVIATOR’

This is an absolutely true story as
verified by the bartender at the
O’Club. For all you history buffs,
here is some useful information
Aviators come from a long line of a
secret society, formed around one
thousand years ago.
They were warriors, and here is the
proof! Ground pounders can read
and weep!
A little known fact is the origin of
the word, “Aviator.”
In the immortal words of John
Bryan: “I did not know that.”
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the name of Phu Khen.
A ‘Khen’ was a subordinate to a
‘Khan’ (pronounced ‘(konn’) in the
military structure of the Mongol
hordes.
Khan is the Turkish for
leader.
Most know of the great
Genghis Khan, but little has been
written of his chain of command.
Khen is also of Turkish origin,
although there is not a word in
English that adequately conveys the
meaning.
Roughly translated it
means, “One who will do the
impossible,
while
appearing
unprepared
and
complaining
constantly.”
Phu Khen was one of the ten Khens
that headed the divisions, or groups
of hordes, as they were known, of
the Mongol Army serving under

Genghis Khan. His abilities came
to light during the Mongols’ raids on

Phu Khen (pronounced Foo Ken)
1169-? is considered by some to be
the most under-recognised military
officer in history. Many have never
heard of his contribution to modern
military warfare. The mission of
his society is to bring honour to

Gengiis Khan. His abilities came to
light during the Mongol’s raids on
the Turkistan city of Bohicaroo.
Bohicans were fierce warriors, and
the the Turkistan city of Bohicarro.
Bohicans were fierce warriors, and
the city was well fortified. The

entire city was protected by huge
walls and hordes were at a standoff
with the Bohicans. Bohicaroo was
well-stocked and it would be
difficult to wait them out.
Genghis Khan assembled his Khens
and ordered each of them to develop
a plan for penetrating the defences
of Bohicaroos.
Operation Achieve Victory (AV)
was born.
All 10 divisions of
Khens submitted their plan.
After reviewing AV plans 1 thru 7
and finding them all unworkable or
ridiculous, Genghis Khan was
understandably upset.
It was with much pesrpiration that
Phu Khen submitted his idea, which
came to be known as AV8.
Upon seeing AV8, Genghis was
convinced this was the perfect plan
and gave his immediate approval.
This plan was beautifully simple.
Phu Khen would arm his hordes to
teeth, load them into catapults, and
hurl them over the wall. The losses
were expected to be high, but hey,
hordes were cheap!
Those who
survived the flight would engage the
enemy in combat. Those who did
not?
Well, surely their flailing
bodies would cause some damage.
The plan worked and the Bohicans
were defeated. From that day on,
whenever the Mongol Army
encountered an insurmountable
enemy, Genghi Khan would give the
order, “Send some of the Phu Khen
AV8-ers.”

Phu Khen has been, nonetheless
immortalised in prose.
As the great poet Norman Lear
never once said:
There once was man named Phu
Khen.
Whose breakfast was whiskey and
gin
When e’er he’d fly, he’d give a
mighty war cry;
Bend over, here it comes again
Consider it an honour to be a Phu
Khen Aviator. Wear the mantle
proudly, but speak of it cautiously.
It is not always popular to be one of
us. You hear mystical references,
often hushed whispers, to ‘those Phu
Khen Aviators.’

Phu Khen Aviator. Denied, perhaps
rightfully so, his place in history,

The Bugle is always on the lookout for interesting true stories, so
don’t be shy, send the details to
johnbryan13@sky.com if you
can’t remember the complete
details of such a story, we know
others that can probably provide
further information long forgotten,
and make it into a true story.

Do not let these things bother you,
as with any secret society, we go
largely misunderstood, prohibited by
our
apathy
from
explaining
ourselves.
You are expected to always live
down to the reputation of the Phu
Khen Aviator - a reputation
cultivated for centuries, undaunted
by scorn or ridicule, unhindered by
progress. So drink up, be crude,
sleep late, urinate in public, and get
the job done. When lesser beings
are offended, you can revel in the
knowledge that YOU are a PHU
KHEN AVIATOR!

AMARJIT SINGH BAMRAH
Singh came to England some 40 +
years ago and has spent most of
this time at Biggin Hill building an
Empire in aviation almost larger
than the Raj of India. Singh also
possesses a majestic persona equal
to that of the Taj Mahal.

‘OTTO’ THE CLUB DOG DIES
‘Pilot’ magazine published an
enlightening article in their June
issue
of
Singh
and
his
achievements
(including
his
family) about Falcon Flying
Services.

This is believed, though not by
anyone outside our secret society, to
be the true origin of the word
“Aviator (AV8-er)”.
Phu
Khen’s
AV8’ers
were
understandably an unruly mob, not
likely to be socially acceptable.
Many were heavy drinkers and
insomniacs. But when nothing else
would do, you could always count
on an AV8-er.

He resided at Pilots Pals for many
years in his bed under a small table
near the entrance. He would often
have a good slurp of beer before
retiring for the night in a rather
intoxicated state.
Any other time whilst sober, he
would have your fingers off if you
were to interfere with his privacy
whilst in his bed.

For those that remember ‘Otto’
(named after John ‘Otto’ Grubb)
another of our well known
members. Otto passed away on
the 14th June, he was 17 years old.

The article is reproduced as
published for our Bugle readers
only, who are world-wide and
often do not have access to the
Pilot magazine, (which rapidly
sold out for the month of June
2011) Nothing has been altered
or added to this June 17, 2011
publication.

BIGGIN HILL’S VERY OWN “SINGH” BAMRAH!
Article reproduced from June 2011 issue of Pilot Magazine

