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TWO LONLEY LANCASTERS STAND FORLORN AND POISED READY TO GO ON A MISSION
The Lancaster pictured left is from
the Canadian Warplane Heritage
Museum at Hamilton.
This aircraft is known as ‘Vera’
which was made up from her
original registration letters arrived
at Biggin Hill at 2.30 pm on the
14th August with a low rumble of
her 4 Merlin engines.
The other aircraft is from the well
known Battle of Britain Memorial
Flight (BBMF).
These two aircraft are the last two
serviceable Lancasters and will be
seen around some UK airshows
flying in formation with some other
wartime aircraft of the day.
Due to inclement weather, some
displays were missed out, one
being Kenley near to Biggin Hill to
the disappointment of a large
crowd which had gathered.
Such was the wartime effort, no
less than 7,377 of these particular
aircraft were built during WWII
and equally, several thousands of
various types of bombers as well as
the many thousand fighter aircraft.
All these aircraft and their young
crews played a role in defeating the
enemy during those dark days of
WWII.

The aircraft left its home base at
Hamilton routeing via Goose Bay,
Narsarsuaq, Keflavik and finally
the UK at RAF Coningsby, a
distance
of
some
3,183nm
(approx).

The Lancaster pair at Eastbourne,

These keen aviation experts found
themselves a clear vantage point in
the sunshine to view this historic
occasion as the two lancasters
departed for the Eastbourne
airshow.
L : R Chris Bond, Gary Bickerton,
Roger Barham and John Bryan.
Our roving photographer rushed
off to Eastbourne to capture the
two Lancasters in formation.

giving a very good display.

LIFE AROUND THE HANGAR
With some resplendent aircraft
from
the
Percival
Aircraft
Company, above a Prentice is
flanked by two Proctors.

EDGAR WICKNER PERCIVAL
Was born 23 Feb 1897 and died 20 Jan 1984.
He was born at Albury, NSW in Australia. By
the time he was 14 he had built two gliders with
his Uncle and learned to fly. The War of 1914
loomed ahead and he joined the AIF (Infantry) as
a Private, rising to the rank of Sargeant and then
he transferred to the RFC with his gliding
experience he was accepted.

IMAGES FROM THE HANGAR

De Havilland 90A Dragonfly.
Another of the ‘PG’ collection.

Cut the legs of a chair, bolt what is
left to a set of castor wheels, a
large screwdriver a mobile phone,
makes multi tasking easy.

DH 90A Dragon Fly twin.
The Civilian Coupe 80 years old
and still flying…!

The spinner of ‘Alice’ a Cessna
192 reflects some images within
the hangar.
Most of these old aircraft can
reflect back over 60 years of flying
memories.

What is the problem…?
De Havilland 90A Dragonfly.

The Miles Messenger in the family
blue colour scheme.

The smooth lines of the Messenger.

The DH87B Hornet Moth Bi-plane.

OPEN LETTER PUBLICATION
This open letter was distributed
around the village of Biggin Hill in
August 2014. The Bugle was
granted approval to publish this
copy for our members / pilots who
live a little further out, but keenly
interested in airfield information.

